
F0irtee meetin wit dept miniter

"fl and fra president sys
"No, we did not reach a maedical veson of the Meech Lake Accord, but it was a good
mheeting." That was about all the CMA president, Dr. John O'Brie-Bel would, say
regarding his mid-june meeting with feral and pvn d minters of t
Meech Lake, PQ.

O'Brien-B,ell was accomnpanied by the CMA searetary-general, Dr. L6o-PauI Landry,
and the CMA's director of communi'cationis and governmenit relations, Doug GeeieIt
was the first time such a meeting has been held between the CMA and the min ters.
"As they say in dipomeatic circes, we had A ful ad frank discssion, bt it would be
miapppiae for me to even fli the subjects icussed", O'B en-Bellsaid whenlasked
about the meeting. He hais been actively lobbying for a meetinig between prvn iaad
raitional leadis of the medical profession and provinidaland fepdral healtertments
to plot the future of the health care system.

AouAIDS testnpg should
bred, Ottaw,a MID sa s

An Ottawa doctor says the psibe introduction of anonymutestngA forthe human
immunodeficiency virus in Ontariois "at best worrisomeiand pssibly dangerous Dr.
Ian Gemmill, associate medical officer of health with the Otawa-BCrleton Healih
Departmentt, argues that the~main rationale for anonymouis testing -- the elfimination of
fear about potential disclosure - is "larly unfounded".
"Of the thousands of positive tests already documented in Ontario, there have been

only fouir instances in which the individual's identity has becomhe known" Gemmill
rorts. "Non16he of these breacthe have occurred through the public health system
because of familiarity w-ith, and a deep commitment to, confidentiality. They have
occurred throuigh physician's offices, Mends, and self disclosure."
Gemmill thinks anonymous testing would pose seveal potent al prblemiis. For

instance, if an error was miade 'it would be. impos~sible to notify the person -- furthfer
spread might occur if people wrongly believed themhselves free of the virus. He also91Wsay
there would be no way to inorm sexual partners who mhay be at risk. "'What Ontario
needs is not anonymous testing, but educationOnt strider enfore t of
Otheconfideniality legislation and a ban on the publication of namnes of ifefted Pep0le."

OMAmksbi push to
promot bicydehelmets

The Ontario Medical Associationi (OMA) And thet poice's trans orministry have
launched a campinto enicourag use of bicycle safety hemt.D.Crl umn, the
OMA president, says doctors want to Make the public more aware of a helmet's benefits.
By promotngtheml as patd ofa rider's bas pmet, the OMA hopes the number Of
bicycle-rateltd head injuries *wiU gfal.
A 1984-t86 study conducted at Toronto's Hospitafor Si Childrenfoa d that bicycle

accidentswere respnible fr up to 25% offalities reported in the tauma uni As
well, a 1985-87 stud of coners' of revealed that1%ofu alleth lti from
pediatrie injuries in Ontario were caused bi bicycle accidents. Vtirtully A bicycle-relate
dealtresuilted fromnhead injUries.
The cmpaign logan, "Some never make it 'round the block.... Never ridewitout

i~~~~~~~~~~~#- i fan approved helmt",t is foud on potrSmie to phscas nlddwit the
posters are coupons offering $5 off te price of hetlets at Can4 irestores. The
campaign follows several years of study by the OMA's Commitee on Accidental
Injunes.
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PET doctors back CMIA oni
tobacco-indrugstoares stand

Members of the Medical Socety of Prince Edward Island (MSPEI) who attended the
socety'sc 134th annal m0eetng at the Mill River Resort June 8-10 unanimously passed a
resolution endorsing the CMA's campaign to discourage the sale of tobacco products by
pharmacies. Every drugstore on the island sells tobacco, and this fact bothers some

The themeof women in m0dicine was addressed by both the CMA president, Dr. John
O'Brien-Bell, and by the retiring MSPEI president, Dr. Dagny Dryer. Dryer, an
oncologist was the soctiety's first woman presidet. She is succeeded by Dr. David
Kniickle, a Charlottetown obstetrician.

Board OKsScreatio of commitee
to represenitCMA affslite

The CMA Boarid of Directors has approved creation of a special committee of
representatives froi the CMA's 36 afffliated societies. The affiliates have been lobbying
for more imput into poly-ming. The commnutte's chairman is Dr. Jeffre Nisker of
London, Ont., while Dr. John Bennett, the CMA's associate secretagnra l,l ensure
that support services are provided. Most medical specialty bodies, including the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, the Canadian Paediatric Society and the
Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada, as well as other major medical
organizations like the Canadian Medical Protective Association and the Federation of
Medial Women of Canada, are CMA affiliates.
The committee is meant to provide a fbrum at which issues common to afftliated

societies can be discussed. It is aiso designed to provide a more direct way foraffiliates to
com:met on CMA policy initiatives and tosiubiiiterioedi reports and recommendations
to the CMA board. It is expected to meet twvice a year; the affiliates already send
representatives to Gefneal Council, the CMA's ultimate governingbody.

Fed-weral government announces ban
on sale of a darts

Ottawa is going to bani the sale of elongated-tip lawn darts, the rminister of consumer and
corporate affairs announced recenftly. The decision fbllows an American ban and
pressure from the Canadian PaediaicSociety, which has received reports of several
minuries caused by the drts. In the US, they are known to have been responsible for
severai deaths. "While safer imodels of lawn darts may well be on the market saaid the
minuister, Bemard Valcourt, "I wuld not like one more summer to pass with the hazards
associated with the pointed-tip model still out there." .
Meanwhile, his department warns against using exsting darts carelessly or around

children; the darts are not recommended for use by cdhir. Theirf sale willv be banned
under the Hazardous Products Act.

Pharmacutical com4pay offers two
drugs free to working poor

In a plotproject aimed at helping the working poor, Searle Canada inc. is going to
pro-vide $1 ml1lionWorth of drugs to low-income Canadians who do not have
drug-benefit coverage and do not receive social assistance. Robert Whitehead, the
company president, says the program will provide Isopti, an antihypertensive agent,
and Cytotec, used to treat and prevent certain types of gastrk ulcers, free to low-income
workers. The company says it will also refund 100% of the cost of the most recent
prescription for any Searle product if the prescribing physician says it failed to achieve
the desired therapeutic effect.

If the first phase of the program proves successful, Searle says other drugs will be
added t it. More information is available by calling 1-800-387-4079 from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. EST on weekdays.
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